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Organization Legal Name:

CasaLuz

Grant Contact Name:

Ellie Rencher

Grant Contact Email:

ellie@casaluzmemphis.org

Application / Project Name:

CasaLuz Domestic Violence Equity for Survivors Through Access to Services (DV ESTAS) - 276106

In keeping with the grant requirement, does your organization have an updated, reviewed 

LIVEGIVEmidsouth.org profile?

Yes

To date, what is the amount of GiVE 365 grant funds used?

$5,000.00

As it relates to the project or program being funded by this grant, share any updates, organizational 

milestones, or outcomes that have occurred since receiving the grant. 

Since receiving the GiVE 365 grant, we were able to support the salary of a part-time victim advocate 

for the months of July, August and September. The advocate’s work serving victims of crime 

included offering legal advocacy, information about the cycle of domestic violence and victims' 

rights, emotional support, help finding resources, assistance filling out crime victim related forms, 

and victim accompaniment through criminal justice proceedings.

During the period of July-September 2021, the advocate assisted 29 new clients and 19 ongoing cases

for a grand total of 48 clients served.

Do you have any stories, feedback, or data that demonstrate how your organization or those you 

serve benefited from the grant project/program, including through engagement with the GiVE 365 

membership? 

Client surveys from July, August and September are attached, and below is a client testimonial from 

services provided during the grant period: 

Jimena* was looking for someone to talk to, she wasn’t sure if what she was going through was 

domestic violence (DV). A friend of hers gave her CasaLuz’s phone number and she contacted us and 
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made an appointment. When she first started talking to the advocate, she was in denial and didn’t 

accept that she was a victim of DV, she was blaming herself and was making excuses for the abuser. 

Jimena was married with four children and didn’t want to believe that she was in an abusive 

relationship for so long. When the advocate started explaining the cycle of abuse and the effects on 

children, Jimena started to relate to her past 10 years. Everything started making sense.

Jimena understood that her husband was possessive, violent, controlling, manipulative and that it 

was not her fault. Jimena opened up a little more during the interview with the advocate and she 

realized that she was living with emotional, psychological, verbal, financial and physical abuse since 

the beginning of the relationship with her husband.

Jimena started crying not because she was sad but because all this time, she thought that it was her 

that had a problem and now she felt relieved. She immediately thought about her children and made 

the decision to leave her husband. CasaLuz worked with her on a safety plan, and she was referred 

to CasaLuz’s partners for civil and immigration legal assistance for her legal needs. Jimena decided to

move out with her kids the same day and soon found a job to help her become financially 

independent. 

Currently, Jimena and her children are attending counseling sessions at CasaLuz where she is 

working to overcome the trauma she experienced due to many years in an abusive relationship. 

Jimena reported to her advocate that she is regaining self-confidence, and she is very grateful for the

guidance and support she received from CasaLuz that helped her to understand what domestic 

violence really is, the types of abuse, and the effects on the children. Jimena also said that she 

doesn’t feel alone anymore, and now she feels safe, supported, and empowered to move forward 

with her life and away from violence for her and her children’s sake. 

(*Name has been changed to protect identity.)

Are there any upcoming events, volunteer opportunities, wish list items, or other ways GiVE 365 

members could engage with your organization? 

We always welcome community members to like our Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/CasaLuzMemphis) in order to stay updated on news and other 

activities.
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Have there been any unexpected roadblocks or challenges? If so, what adjustments have you made 

to the scope of work and/or timeline? Please also note any important changes to board membership

or key staff that could affect this project.

We have not experienced any unexpected challenges during the grant period.

REMINDER: Please provide any photos, videos, articles, or other media coverage about this 

grant/grant project by uploading it in the Application Uploads table once you have submitted this 

report OR paste in any relevant URLs below. 
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